Demetrius Lacon - Main Biography

Post by “Don” of November 25, 2023 at 12:38 PM

Thanks!
For ease of reference:

123 "Epicurus is making fun of us, though he is not so much a humorist as a loose and careless
writer. For how can holiness exist if the gods pay no heed to man's affairs? Yet what is the
meaning of an animate being that pays no heed to anything?

"It is doubtless therefore truer to say, as the good friend of us all, Posidonius, argued in the fifth
book of his On the Nature of the Gods, that Epicurus does not really believe in the gods at all,
and that he said what he did about the immortal gods only for the sake of deprecating popular
odium. Indeed he could not have been so senseless as really to imagine god to be like a feeble
human being, but resembling him only in outline and surface, not in solid substance, and
possessing all man's limbs but entirely incapable of using them, an emaciated and transparent
being, showing no kindness or beneficence to anybody, pl21 caring for nothing and doing
nothing at all. In the first place, a being of this nature is an absolute impossibility, and Epicurus
was aware of this, and so actually abolishes the gods, although professedly retaining them."
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