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This brought to my mind the following question:

How much did Epicurus "borrow" from the existing cultural and philosophical environment and
"adapt" into his philosophy?

We know Epicurus didn't blink into existence and seal himself inside a hermetically tight
Garden. What ideas did he pick up from simply growing up and developing his ideas in Samos,
Ionia, Asia Minor, and Athens? How did he take existing ideas and use and adapt them? There
have to be some.
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