Epicurean Philosophy Vs. Humanism

Post by “Eoghan Gardiner” of November 22, 2023 at 1:04 PM

| have read a few humanists popular works, from a purely lay mans point of view, humanism
really falls into the trap of using reason to the neglect of all else i.e. emotional intelligence,
feelings, our senses etc..

Which from my conversation both online and in person with humanists leads to either a
utilitarian greater good end goal or some abstract goal such as "freedom, peace, joy". Which
leads to the question "what exactly does that look like for you?" in the end instead of being
grounded on our immanent reality it once again leads to a goal which is in the sky in the
intelligible realm.

It also places once again too much stress on humanity and somewhat divinizes us but that's
minor, what | mean though is that it doesn't treat us like the animals we are and misses the
mark of what our Good truly is, pleasure.

Now overall humanists are fine it isn't to bash them, although one final critique is that
humanism really has no fire underneath it, it doesn't really challenge the theist or the atheist
it's just kind of there. Epicurean philosophy at the very least challenges both the theist and the
atheist, the former to stop forgoing their pleasure for some unseen post death bliss and the
latter by truly asking them to find "meaning" in pleasure. (Many atheists my age become
nihilists or super skeptics)

Anyway just some unrefined thoughts.

Edit: | also am in general not a fan of eclecticism (which humanism is in a lot of it's forms),
perhaps a topic worth discussing Cassius? Can't find another thread directly on it..
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