Epicurus - Main Biography

Post by “Cassius” of November 20, 2023 at 2:58 PM

"Epicurus, son of Neocles and Chaerestrata, was an Athenian of the deme of Gargettus, and the
family of the Philaidae, as Metrodorus says in his work on Nobility of Birth. Heraclides in his
epitome of Sotion and others say that the Athenians having colonized Samos, Epicurus was
brought up there. In his eighteenth year, as they say, he came to Athens, when Xenocrates was
at the Academy and Aristotle was living in Chalcis. After the death of Alexander of Macedon,
when the Athenians were driven out of Samos by Perdiccas, he went to join his father in
Colophon. Having stayed there some time and gathered disciples he returned again to Athens
in the archonship of Anaxicrates. For a while he joined with others in the study of philosophy,
but later taught independently, when he had founded the school called after him. He tells us
himself that he first made acquaintance with philosophy at the age of fourteen. Apollodorus the
Epicurean in the first book of his Life of Epicurus says that he took to philosophy because he
despised the teachers of literature, since they were not able to explain to him the passage
about Chaos in Hesiod. Hermippus says that Epicurus was at one time a schoolmaster and then
after he met with the writings of Democritus, he took eagerly to philosophy." [Diogenes Laertius
01-02]
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