
Episode 202 - Cicero's On Ends - Book Two - Part 10 -
The Animality Argument
Post by “Cassius” of November 19, 2023 at 1:07 PM

As background material on one of the issues raised today, the following is a collection of
material from Cicero that gives background to the "animality" objection he is raising against
Epicurus. This is a handout I received many years ago, and I gather that it was written by
someone not supportive of Epicurus, and I don't endorse the commentary in it. For example:
"Cicero portrays the Epicurean account of pleasure as a dialectically unsatisfying and
empirically problematic muddle. Cicero thinks that Epicureanism is fully committed to denying
intrinsic value to everything other than painlessness, and he objects to this in two ways. In both
respects, Cicero's critique seems entirely fair and plausible.") Saying that I don't endorse the
commentary is an understatement!

But it's an excellent collection of quotes and does a good job of bringing together Cicero's
argument against looking to the infants, which will help us as we do our own analysis.
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