
So You Want To Learn Ancient Greek Or Latin?
Post by “Don” of November 19, 2023 at 7:39 AM

Quote from Cassius

That seems like a VERY good idea. Take a passage you know by heart and express it in
Greek lettering.

And one can do this by writing longhand or typing. I'll try to provide a brief guide to the various
keyboards and fonts out there soon for those who want to be able to type in polytonic Greek.
Anybody want to share their work? Post it here if you want to challenge other beginners to
"decipher" it. I suggest writing as English words sound and not as they're spelled sometimes:
υεν "when"; δισπλαι "display", etc. You can also puzzle through names to start acclimating to
the alphabet: Επίκουρος, Μετροδορος, Αχιλλεύς, Σόκρατες, Πλατό, Οδυσσέας, Αθήνα,
Αφροδίτη,...

Quote from Cassius

What about word order in Greek? Do we have the same issues of order and use of
inflection that we have in Latin? Did the Greeks write long sentences and intentionally
make you wait to the end of the sentence to find out what it is about like the Romans
did?

Of course  Greek is an inflected language, but this is a feature and not a bug. The genius of
this is that a word can be placed first in the sentence for emphasis regardless of whether it's a
direct object, subject, etc. I highly recommend the short book The Ingenious Language: Nine
Epic Reasons to Love Greek by Andrea Marcolongo.
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