Episode 172 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 25
- Chapter 12 - The New Hedonism 01

Post by “shahabgh66” of November 18, 2023 at 5:38 PM

I remember reading one of Leo Strauss's books. He was a famous classic philosopher, and also
a Platonist.

The chapter was a transcript of Q&A between him and a student. At a point he was discussing
about the subject of pleasure in Epicurean philosophy with a student. He said that what
Epicurus meant by pleasure was actually not pleasure at all. He was interpreting the notion of
absent of pain as the maximum limit of pleasure. But, here as it is discussed by Norman Dewitt,
that's actually reversing the notion of pleasure in Epicurean philosophy. which was more
inclusive toward the notion pleasure, let alone mixing different injunctions together. But this
was not the only problem with this look. In academic world, people like Strauss, tend to have a
reductive attitude in interpreting Epicurean philosophy that is aligned with this prevalent
misinterpretation that Epicurus was advocating some sort of a passive way of life; A life that
can be characterized as reducing the desires that normal people call pleasure. Even an
untrained Epicurean who has read the doctrines once can disagree with that interpretation, but
many academics easily fail to do so.
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