Should we Feel Pity for someone Dying Young? 'The
Human Predicament' by David Benatar

Post by “Pacatus” of November 5, 2023 at 10:50 AM

| posted this elsewhere, but since Godfrey seems on the same track, I'll repost here (re the
Austin article posted above):

She argues cogently from the source material to the following conclusion - which she sums up
thusly: “I have argued that Epicurus does not believe all forms of the fear of death are irrational
and eliminable. At least one fear - the fear of violent death caused by others - is brute and
must be managed politically.” And: “In sum, | argue that Epicurus believes there is a fear of
death that does not disappear, which we can control with due care and with close attention to
the social environs.”

My thought is that, from a modern point of view, we might distinguish between that “brute
fear” - which is likely part of the evolutionarily inherited “survival response,” which is a natural
response, of physiological/neurological nature, to an immediate perceived threat - versus
“maladapted” fears (which I'll call “anxiety”), which are both unnatural and irrational (e.g., that
| won’t be able to afford that trip to Rome, or that my girlfriend will break up with me ... .)
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