Is gratitude a katastematic or kinetic pleasure?

Post by “Don” of November 3, 2023 at 12:17 AM

Quote from Cassius

And that labeling would be important to emphasize IF we saw that Epicurus himself in
his letters, or Lucretius in his poem, or Diogenes of Oinoanda on his wall were insisting
on that labeling as a clear point. Nikolsky and Gosling and Taylor says we don't see
that, and that Lucretius and Epicurus and Diogenes of Oinoanda are all using the word
"pleasure" as the best term to describe tightly integrated word referring to all possible
types of pleasure.

As | see it the best argument that Epicurus did insist on that labeling is the list of
articles that Diogenes Laertius cites. However contrary to that argument is Nikolsky's
observation that Diogenes Laertius was writing as a cataloger who (just like we may be
doing today) was looking at Epicurus with the expectation to apply these labels to
Epicurus' framework - a framework that does not necessarily turn on "motion" at all.

Diogenes Laertius is *citing* Epicurus himself when the term katastematic is quoted! (With
editing added)

[136] AlagpépeTal 6& mpdc toLg Kupnvaikodg mepl TAC AGOVAC: ol HEV YAP TAV KATACTAUATLKAY
o0K &ykpilvouat, pévnv 6& TRV €v KWAoEL 6 68 AUEOTEPAVY : : YUXNAC KAl OWHATOC, WC PO év
T® Mepl alpéoewe Kal pUYAC Kal €v T Mepl TéAoug Kal év TR MPWTW MNepl Blwv Kal év T MPog
TOUC év MuTIAAVN @LA0CGbpOoUC €TLOTOAR. Ouolwe 6& kal Aloyévng év ThH émtakadekdTn TV
EMAEKTWY Kol MnTtpddwpoc év 1@ TihokpdTel Aéyovolv obTtw: voovuévng 6& ndovAc TAC TE
KaTd Kivnow kal TAC KataoTnUaTikiAc. 6 6° Enikovpoc év t® Mepl alpéocwv olTw AEyel: ") HEV
voap atapagio kol amovia kataotnuatikal elow Adoval: [ 6& xapd Kol R ebEPoolvN KATA
k{vnow évepyela BAEmovTal."

[136] [Epicurus] differs from the Cyrenaics with regard to pleasure. They do not include under
the term the pleasure which is a state of rest (kataotnuaTtiknv katastematiken), but only that
which consists in motion (év Kwroel en kinesei). Epicurus admits both ; also pleasure of mind as
well as of body (puxfc kal cwuatoc), as [Epicurus] states:

e in [Epicurus'] work On Choice and Avoidance

and in [Epicurus'] On the Ethical End,

and in [Epicurus'] first book of his work On Human Life

and in [Epicurus'] epistle to his philosopher friends in Mytilene.
So also Diogenes in the seventeenth book of his Epilecta,

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3451-is-gratitude-a-katastematic-or-kinetic-
pleasure/?postID=26993#post26993 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3451-is-gratitude-a-katastematic-or-kinetic-pleasure/?postID=26984#post26984
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/51-nikolsky/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/51-nikolsky/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3451-is-gratitude-a-katastematic-or-kinetic-pleasure/?postID=26993#post26993
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3451-is-gratitude-a-katastematic-or-kinetic-pleasure/?postID=26993#post26993

e and Metrodorus in his Timocrates, whose actual words are : "Thus pleasure being
conceived both as that species which consists in motion and that which is a state of rest.”

e The words of Epicurus in his work On Choice [and Avoidance] are : "Peace of mind and
freedom from pain are pleasures which imply a state of rest ; joy and delight are seen to
consist in motion and activity."
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