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So, how should we as Epicureans feel about a child dying since they didn't get to live
past childhood and experience more good things in life?

I think like most of us being confronted with a child dying would cause Epicurus to think any
number of things, but I feel certain that among them he would feel feel sadness for just the
reason stated here.

Epicurus said that life is desirable, and that means that longer life is also desirable, even if the
pleasures involved are "variation" of pleasures already experienced. There's no need to
dramatize the issue by referring to a child dying -- life is desirable - period, so long as you don't
know for sure that the extra time life will not be more painful than pleasurable.

Beyond that I am sure that the particular circumstances of why the child has died, what could
have been done to prevent it, etc., would all be worthy of comment by Epicurus.
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