
Is gratitude a katastematic or kinetic pleasure?
Post by “Cassius” of November 1, 2023 at 5:22 AM

Quote from burninglights

All of this does actually align pretty well with the 'traditional' interpretation of these
terms as reported by Cicero -- that a kinetic pleasure would be the pleasure of drinking
when thirsty and katastematic being the pleasure of having fulfilled that desire. I think
that, probably to hone his attack, he just picked a really banal and myopic example.

Yes - Cicero's discussion isn't unreasonable. No one - including Epicurus - seems to have ever
alleged that (1) *acting toward a desire* and (2) *fulfilling a desire* are exactly the same thing.
You'd have to be pretty obtuse to argue that those are exactly the same in every respect and
that it isn't at least somewhat reasonable to distinguish them from each other.

The bigger questions include:

1 - Do both of these concepts (1) and (2) deserve to be included under the label of "pleasure?"

2 - Are (1) and (2) the the *only* type of pleasures, or are there (3) other activities / actions /
conditions that also fall within pleasure which are not related to desires being acted toward or
fulfilled?

3 - Do any of these concepts (1) or (2) or (3) stand intrinsically or by some absolute standard as
superior, hierarchically, to the other(s), such that they separately deserve to be considered to
be the "ultimate pleasure" or "highest pleasure" or the "best pleasure" or "real pleasure" for all
people at all times and at all places?

As I understand it Epicurus would answer:

1- Yes.

2 - No.

3 - No.
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