VS30 - Source in Vat.gr.1950 and commentary

Post by “Don” of October 23, 2023 at 10:40 PM
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VS30 begins at the red Epsilon on the first line.

This is attributed to Metrodorus, per Bailey:

[XXX. Metrodorus, ‘Erowud{ovral rwes dut Blov rd mpos
rov Plov, ov cuvopdvres s miow fuly Gavdoyor dyxéxurar
70 118 yevérews Pdpuaxov.]
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[XXX. Some men throughout theu' lives gather together
the means of life, for they do not see that the draught
swallowed by all of us at bll'th is a draught of death]
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XXX This fragment is attributed to Metrodorus by Stobaeus,

Flor. xi. 20, As quoted by him in a fuller form, with the words ws
Buwoopevor perd 1o Aeydpevoy {iv after 7o mpos 0w Blov, 1t clearly refers
to the preparations for a continued fe after death, and Bignone there-
fore believes that 1t 18 directed against the QOrphics, In that case ro
s yevéoews pdppaxov Will be an ironic reference to the draught of the
waters of Lethe taken by souls before they enter this life, As the
fragment stands here 1t might equally well be taken to mean that men
act as though this hfe would contnue for ever.

Metrodori Epicurei Fragmenta by Alfred Koérte (1866-1946) provides quite a lot more
information on this "Vatican Saying" and where it also occurs. | haven't had a chance to run the
Latin through Google Translate, but if someone else if more proficient than | am at Latin (an
easy hurdle to jump btw), feel free to add a comment to this thread:
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