VS36 - Source in Vat.gr.1950 and commentary

Post by “Don” of October 23, 2023 at 10:26 PM
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This "Vatican Saying" doesn't get referenced a lot. In fact, before working through the list, |
don't know if | ever came across it!

Saint-Andre doesn't include it in his list as it's obviously NOT a saying of Epicurus. Here is
Bailey's transcription, translation, and commentary:

Balley i

[XXXVI 0 ’meovpav ﬂwr TOLS TV &va avyxpwépwos‘
Evexey r]pfpdrqfoe ml am'aprfar pv@oe &v vo,ul.cr&dn ]

[XXXVI. Epicurus’ life when compared to other men’s

in respect of gentleness and self-sufficiency might be
thought a mere legend]
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XXXVI, Ths fragment clearly cannot be altnbuted to Epicurus
himself, Usener would assign 1t to Hermarchus, his successor as
head of the school,

2. abrapkeiag: Bignone notices the two sides of this word ‘ internal
contentment” ansing from self-sufficiency, and also *self-control ’,
“Independence of deswres” It 18 perhaps sigmificant that 1t 18 the
word chosen by the Stowcs to express their moral ideals Epieurus fully
satisfied the Stoic standard.

We're familiar with avtapkelac (autarkeias "self-sufficiency" or "self-reliance"), but nuepotnToC
(hemerotetos) is "gentleness, kindness (of the greatest kind)."

Bailey's comment "Epicurus fully satisfied the Stoic standard" encapsulates some of the issues
with Bailey's overall approach to his interpretation of Epicurean texts. He seems to often filter
them through a Stoic or ascetic lens.

Autarkeia avTtapkelag comes up in Epicurean texts, most likely predating and separate from
Stoic texts. | don't think Stoics were as much of a rival in the early days of Epicurus's school as
they would become later.

VS44. When the sage contends with necessity, he is skilled at giving rather than taking — such
a treasury of self-reliance has he found.

6 00@0¢ eic T Avaykala oLykplOeic PAAAov émnloTaTtal peTadlddéval fj PETAAAUBEVELY:
TNALKODTOV abTapKelag eDpe Bnoavpdv.

VS45. The study of what is natural produces not braggarts nor windbags nor those who show off
the culture that most people fight about, but those who are fearless and self-reliant and who
value their own good qualities rather than the good things that have come to them from
external circumstances.

o0 KOUMOUG 006E QWVAC épyaoTlkolC 006& TRV mMeEPUAXNTOV mMapd TOlC mMoAAoilc madelav
€VOELKVLEVOLG QualoAoyila MopaoKeLATeL, AAAX TOBOPOLG Kal aDTAPKELG Kol &ml Tolg iblolg
dyaB0ig, 00K £ml TOIG TOV MPAYUETWY HEYA PPOVODVTEG.

VS77. The greatest fruit of self-reliance is freedom.
TA¢ adTapKelag Kapmog HéyLloTog éAevBepla.

Fragment 135a. We value self-reliance not so that we will live simply and cheaply in all things,
but so that we will not be consumed by them.
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ECnAWoauEY TAY abTdpKELaY 00X ONMWC TOlG €0TEAEDL Kal ALTOIC MAVTOC XPWHEBA, GAA" 8TWG
BappOPEY IPOC aLTA.

Fragment 200. Don't think it unnatural that when the body cries out, the soul cries also. The
body says don't be hungry, don't be thirsty, don't be cold. It is difficult for the soul to prevent
these cries, and dangerous for it to ignore the commands of nature because of attachment to

its usual independence.

dpuoloAdynTov undev nyod Bowaong THC capkog Bodv TAV YPuxnv: oPKOC 6& QwWury: U TMEWRY,
MR Sy, un pryodv: kot TadTa TAV Puxnv XOAETOV PEVv KwADoAL, émo@aAEic 6& mapakoboatl THC
noapayyeAdong e0oswg a0 Th TAG MPooguodg adTh adTapkelag Kad' AUEPV.

Fr. 202. He who follows nature and not groundless opinions is completely self-reliant. With
regard to what is enough by nature, everything he owns is a source of wealth; whereas with
regard to unlimited desires, even the greatest wealth is poverty.

6 o0V TA QUOEL MAPAKOAOLOGV Kal PA TOIC Kevaic 86Ealg €v maoy adTAPKNS: MEOC yap TO TH
@voel dpkolv mdoa KTAo(C €oTL MAoDTOC, TMPOC 6& TAC doploTtoug OpEEelc Kol O MPEYLOTOC
nmAoDTé¢ €oTL mevia.

Fr. 476. Self-reliance is the greatest wealth of all.

TAOUOLW TATOV OVTEPKELN TIAVTWVY.
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