PD09 - Condensed Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of March 27, 2019 at 6:55 PM

Quote from Elayne

The only case | can think of where the recommended action was not specific was at his
death. If he had morphine, | feel like he would have used it.

| think | have heard Elli talk about how the warm wine he drank was intended to be in that
department, but my personal knowledge of alcohol is very limited so maybe Elli has info from
other sources about what they used in ancient Greece as pain-killers.

Quote from Elayne

However, if the pleasure from tasting cake was as intense as the pleasure from
escaping death, as long lasting as the knowledge of peace and safety, and could also
be spread over the whole body including the amygdala, then eating cake (or whatever
else is easy) would be the only thing one ever needed to do.

Yes, and that is exactly how | interpret PD10!

Quote from Elayne

Epicurus gave specific pleasures to remove specific pains

Yes | think that is excellent analysis. | feel sure that if we had more of the texts, many of them
would be devoted to practical advice like this. It would not be like Epicurus to leave the
discussion of anything at an abstract level, he would tie it to specific observations with which
we are familiar. That's why | view the letter to Menoecus, as DeWitt says, as an extremely high-
level summary that is technically correct as written, but which is tied tightly to the details from
which it was derived, which is how it avoids becoming so ambiguous as to be meaningless. And
the loss of those details, plus the flood of propaganda to the contrary, is why so many people
have a hard time with the absence of pain discussion. It makes perfect sense if you keep the
rest of the details in mind, but sounds bizarre, and is interpretable in bizarre ways, if you don't
keep it connected to its foundation.
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