Episode 196 - The Epicurean Arguments In Cicero's
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Post by “Cassius” of October 16, 2023 at 4:59 PM

I am just not familiar enough
5386 Katastematic and Kinetic Pleasures 19.4.20 well relate to the name Theon

19.4.20. In his Non Posse Plutarch is arguing against the
Epicureans to the effect that a life of constant bodily pleasure
and tranquillity of mind is impossible. The sometimes sensible
criticisms need not delay us, What is important for present
purposes is the total lack of any sign that Plutarch saw in his
Epicurean texts any stress on an important distinction
between katastematic and kinetic pleasures. To begin with
ataraxia and chara (joy) are treated as two names for the
same thing, and they are geared simply to the body%
pleasures, with no hint that this is some non-sensory absence
of pain:

‘they (the Epicureans) do well indeed,” said Theon, ‘and take the way of
nature [in passing from the pleasures of the body to the soul] if in their
pursuit there they find something better and really more perfect as do
men in academic or public life. But if you listen to them shouting in
protest that the soul is only constituted to take joy and be calm with
regard to present and expected pleasures of the body, and that this is its
good, don’t you think that they are using the soul as a decanter for the
body . .. ?' (Non Posse 1088¢)

Last excerpt: As | read it, this is as close as Gosling & Taylor get to a clear conclusion:
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19.4.30 The ancient evidence 593

pleasure is kinetic. This is acknowledged by Rist ((2), p. 102)
when he says that the experience of katastematic pleasure
consists in gentle motions of atoms, so that the difference
between the two pleasures comes down to a difference
between the steadiness and endurance of the motions, The
more one stresses this the less important the distinction
comes to look, since any condition, however steady, of a
living thing, must according to Epicurus, be a condition of
perceiving: but there is no evidence of a special kind of
perceiving or object of perception to constitute ataraxia and
aponta. Consequently we should be left with steady long-
lasting perceptions over against fleeting ones, It seems simplest
just to suppose that when the organism is functioning
harmoniously it is always having some form of perception;
that since the operation is harmonious the perception is -
pleasant and without pain; and that is just what aponia is.
Ataraxa is the condition when, because of correct views, our
expectations are undisturbed by fear, our desires do not
pursue empty objectives and our memories are pleasant: this
leaves us to enjoy our pleasures unanxiously.
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