Episode 196 - The Epicurean Arguments In Cicero's
On Ends - Book Two - Part 06

Post by “Cassius” of October 15, 2023 at 3:21 PM

Quote from Cassius

Everybody understands that the pleasure of ice cream is different from listening to
music, but they don't understand that pleasure includes both "exciting" pleasures and
"all normal non-painful experiences of life."

In fact, | am not really sure that all of us here in this thread are agreed on this point. Does
anyone not agree that Epicurus is including "all normal non-painful experiences of life" within
"pleasure?"

If someone doesn't agree with this (now or even referring to future people who read this
thread) we ought to get to the bottom of that.

While we could say
experiences of life," | would say that wider terminology is important because many are going to
say that often they don't feel anything at all, and they are not referring to just when they are
unconscious or asleep, they are trying to assert a "neutral" state. As | see it, it is the existence
of a neutral state (that of non-feeling, or that of exactly balancing pleasure and pain to get
"zero") that is the state being denied by Epicurus. | would say there is no "feeling" labelled
"zero" nor is this likely to be a perfectly-matched "zero" sum of pleasures and pains. The latter
might be possible, but still that would not be a third alternative beyond pleasure and pain.

all normal non-painful feelings" instead of "all normal non-painful
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