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Cassius, that throws a completely different light on it! How interesting. If so, that would help
with one thing I thought of today on a 3 hr round trip drive to a meeting, about what appears to
be a specificity of pleasures.

My thought was-- Epicurus gave specific pleasures to remove specific pains. For instance, PD 2
is to remove the pain of anxiety about death, which allows pleasure in living; PD 6 is to
encourage planning for one's safety, with the pleasure of feeling safe; PD 35 advises us to avoid
secretly breaking the law to avoid future pain, etc.

Epicurus does not say things like "go ahead and break the law because you can always eat
cake later and the taste pleasure will cancel out your worries" or "if you are cold, remember
your past pleasures."

The only case I can think of where the recommended action was not specific was at his death. If
he had morphine, I feel like he would have used it. Since he could not directly remove the pain,
he focused on pleasant memories instead, a wise move.

However, if the pleasure from tasting cake was as intense as the pleasure from escaping death,
as long lasting as the knowledge of peace and safety, and could also be spread over the whole
body including the amygdala, then eating cake (or whatever else is easy) would be the only
thing one ever needed to do.

So if he was really emphasizing that it won't work like that, this would encourage people to be
specific with their pleasures for removing and preventing pain.

This is not like what I see people do around me. They do thi:s "I'm worried about my job so I'll
go shopping."
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