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For me the most important thing about Epicurus' and the gods is that he said there is no need
to be afraid of them. Whether he contradicted himself, or not, I can't decide. We know so little
about the actual life of Epicurus. He was chased out of Mytilene (Lesbos), apparently in some
danger to himself. I don't know the exact reasons for that. I don't know whether anyone else
does. But it indicates to me that he probably did have to be a bit careful about what he said,
especially given that his philosophy is about avoidance of pain. Whilst I don't know whether
Epicurus said things he didn't really believe, I do have every sympathy with 'heretics' who
recant when threatened with mob violence or state violence. (Botticelli, who painted the 'Birth
of Venus', which is posted in this thread did the same).

From what we know about it, Epicurus' description of the gods does seem to me to be
consistent with his statement that "the gods exist" and the idea that everything consists of
atoms and void.

I have to go to to Dorset, tomorrow. While I am there I won't have easy access to the internet.
I'll pick up the threads again when I get back home, in a couple of weeks time.
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