
If Death Is Nothing To Us, Then Life Is Everything to
Us
Post by “Cassius” of October 7, 2023 at 9:53 AM

Another reason I find this interesting is that Torquatus clearly says exactly what Don is saying --
that Epicurus finds the highest good to be in pleasure. That seems clear and does make sense
and Cicero does not object on that point.

But Torquatus does not seem to be as clear and successful in explaining Chrysippus' hand or
the equation of pleasure as the absence of pain in a way that Cicero finds persuasive. (And I
think most of us agree that for some reason - Cicero with his finger on the scale? - the point is
not being made clearly.)

But whatever the reason, the "failure to communicate" seems to revolve around this very issue
-- clarity and agreement in identifying simply "living, existing, being alive" as being pleasure.
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