Practical Pleasure-Pain Perspectives: How Different
is 99% Pleasure From 100% Pleasure?

Post by “Cassius” of October 5, 2023 at 6:17 PM

Quote from Godfrey

clarifying this PD as well. It's describing the individual components of pleasures, and at
the same time saying that it's pretty unlikely that a person can experience 100%
pleasure.

It certainly does seem to be based on the assumption that we are talking about individual
pleasures being the norm, and speculating what would happen if any one of them were
expanded in duration, intensity, and location to consume our full experience.

The premise of the whole statement seems to be that the pleasures are not normally so
expansive, and that normal state of affairs is that the individual pleasures (and pains) occupy
many separate parts of our experience at any one time.

A life of pleasure would seem to be a life composed of many individual pleasures predominating
over the many individual pains. This is more attainable for an Epicurean because he or she
doesn't have to face the fear of death or gods, he is trained to pursue those activities that are
going to bring more pleasure than pain, and he is trained to appreciate that life is short and
therefore any part of his mental or physical experience which is not painful is pleasurable.
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