
Eat Drink and be Merry!
Post by “Pacatus” of September 28, 2023 at 7:15 PM

Hardcore definition of pleasure may not be possible, but "I know it when I feel it."*

However, I think we can generally identify desires in the Epicurean schema of: 1) natural and
necessary, 2) natural but not necessary and 3) neither natural nor necessary (and likely
harmful: leading ultimately to pain rather than pleasure).

++++++++++++++

* In his concurring opinion in the 1964 Jacobellis v. Ohio case, Supreme Court Justice Potter
Stewart delivered what has become the most well-known line related to the detection of “hard-
core” pornography: the infamous “I know it when I see it.” statement.

“I have reached the conclusion . . . that under the First and Fourteenth Amendments criminal
laws in this area are constitutionally limited to hard-core pornography. I shall not today attempt
further to define the kinds of material I understand to be embraced within that shorthand
description; and perhaps I could never succeed in intelligibly doing so. But I know it when I see
it, and the motion picture involved in this case is not that.”

1https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3356-eat-drink-and-be-merry/?postID=26171#post26171
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