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| wanted to share some additional material from On Piety, mixed in with some of my theological
notes:

While scrutinizing these conjectures about divine “beings surpassing [OniepBaAAovc®v or
hyperballouson] in power [6uvéduel or dynamei] and excellence [omovdaldTnTL Or spoudaidtétil”,
beings that “excel [bniepéxov or hyperékhon] in sovereignty [Ayeuoviav or hegemonian]”,
Philodemus entertains the critical position that “no one has been prolific in finding convincing
demonstrations for the existences of the gods; nevertheless all men, with the exception of
some [...] worship them, as do we"” (o0belg eikvovuévag mepl T[oL Bleobg LMApye[lv TAC
anol6e(€elc evm[épnalev: 6ukC de [oé€BlovTal mavte[g €l pA napladkomnol Twe[c abtolg, On Piety,
Col. 23, 13-17). The conception of the divine nature “is the best [&pLoTov or driston] and most
holy [oepvéTatov or semndtaton or “dignified”], most worthy of emulation [&§lolnAwTtdTOTOV
or dxiozélotdtaton, “enviable”], having dominion over all good things, unburdened by affairs,
and exalted [OynAdbv or hypsélon, “sublime”] and great-minded [ueyaAd@pova or megaléphrona
, “noble”] and great-spirited [peyaAdyuyxov or megalépsykhon, “generous”] and ritually pure
[&ylov or hdgion, “sacred”] and purest [&yloTaTtov or agiétaton, “holiest”] and propitious [IAewv
or hileén, “blameless”]. Therefore they say that they alone strive after the greatest form of
piety [ebogBelav] [...] the ineffable [&epaoTtov or dphraston, “inexpressible” or "marvellous"]
pre-eminence [Onepoxrv or hyperokhén, “superiority”] of the strength [lox0o¢ or iskhtos] and
perfection [teAeldtnToC or teleidtétos, “completeness”] of the divine [to( theioul. (On Piety.
Col 45.2-30)
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