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| agree with his conclusion and think it is well worded. A proper attitude toward divinity has a
very important impact on the way we live. But | will say as to the earlier parts of the article that
no prolepsis or anticipation or logical deduction or image or anything else can in my world lead
to a divinity which is totally inactive in its own sphere.

The idea that an "inactive" divinity should be a model for humans could not in my mind be
reconciled with a philosophy that would not know the good but for the pleasures of the senses. |
would pinpoint his problem as being that once you start identifying katastematic pleasure as
the only "authentic" kind of pleasure, inactivity is the kind of distorted end-point at which you
arrive. | would go so far to say that | think Epicurus would consider this position as blasphemous
and unworthy of the gods as the reverse position, that they spend their days pushing around
the stars and counting the feathers on birds and watching for the animals to tell them when to
change the seasons. Inactivity in their own sphere is as unworthy of the gods as is burdensome
work.

But to close the post on a positive note i do think this is correct here:
Quote

In conclusion, Epicurus, with his vision of divinities, unique in the Greek religious
tradition, and of all the philosophical systems of Antiquity, leads neither to atheism nor
to crypto-atheism, that is total disinterest in the divine, but to a healthy relationship
with the divinities. This new relationship does not eliminate the traditional prayers and
rites, rethought by Epicurus in a manner and perspective strictly in line with his
philosophy. In this way, the gods represent the image of complete happiness. This
image represents an important stimulus for men, because it shows the true purpose of
human life: all humans continue to live a mortal life, but they can achieve a bliss
comparable to that of the immortal gods.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3354-article-the-ethical-implications-of-epicurus-theology-by-stefano-
mecci/?postID=26150#post26150 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3354-article-the-ethical-implications-of-epicurus-theology-by-stefano-mecci/?postID=26150#post26150
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3354-article-the-ethical-implications-of-epicurus-theology-by-stefano-mecci/?postID=26150#post26150

