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I'll have to come back to this but I remember that deWitt has citations against this position, to
the effect that there are reliable cites that Epicurus held that the gods must act to maintain
their deathlessness:

"On the contrary, divine happiness is immediate, effortless and perennial. The gods must not
even «hope» to
continue to remain in the state of bliss, as happens to men: they are always in this condition,
without any effort."
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