Polemic Against the Stoic Theology

Post by “Cassius” of March 25, 2019 at 3:29 PM

1 - | recall reading the anti-Stoic part of Cicero's "On Ends" and thinking that this was much
more thorough a take-down even than he applied to Epicurus. So that's a good source for anti-
Stoic argument too.

Quote from Matthaeus

I have previously discussed at length in other posts that virtue requires external
standards for universal application. For virtues to be universal there needs to be some
standard to judge by. Otherwise without that external judge you are cast into a swirling
abyss of subjective relativism. What's good and honorable for one person may be an
abomination to another across a cultural divide.

Yes that is definitely an implication of his issue. If there is no supernatural organizing force,
then something else has to be found to take the place of it or "you are cast into a swirling abyss
of subjective relativism." And so Epicurus turned to the natural faculty of pleasure and pain,
which certainly does not mean the same thing to each person, but by and large presents
something firm to which an individual can refer, and to which groups who have similar
impressions of pain and pleasure can also refer.
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