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Alternative translations:

Epicurus - Vatican Sayings

29. To speak frankly as | study nature | would prefer to speak in oracles that which is of
advantage to all men even though it be understood by none, rather than to conform to popular
opinion and thus gain the constant praise that comes from the many.

Epicurus.info : E-Texts : The Vatican Sayings

29) To be frank, | would prefer as | study nature to speak in revelations about what is of
advantage to all men even though it be understood by none, rather than to conform to popular
opinion and thus gain the scattered praise that is broadcast by the many.

Vatican Saying 29 - Epicurus Wiki

Analysis

A laud to frankness, the cardinal Epicurean virtue of parrhesia: it is best to speak of natural
matters frankly (i.e. in a manner that is void of any superstition) than to cater to popular
beliefs, however false those might be, in order to garner the applause that the multitudes are
so ready to confer upon anyone who agrees with their prejudices.

The paradoxical argument is that this, rather anti-populist position the true philosopher ought
to assume, ultimately is the one that is indeed beneficial to all people. It is better to speak in a
manner that seems "oracular" and might not be understood by many, rather than to take the
facile approach of consenting to all sorts of popular misconceptions.

Greek text:

noppnola yop EYwWye YXPWHEVOG QPUOLOAOYRV XPNOUWOEIY TA OCLPEEPOVTA TAOLY AVOPWTIOLG
MO&AAoOV &v BovAol{pny, K&v pndelc HEAAN CUVACELY, ) cuYKaTaTIOEéUEVOG Talc 66EaLc Kapmobaobal
TOV TMUKVOV TOPATIMTTOVTA TOPA TV TTIOAADVY EMALVOV.
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