Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Don” of September 12, 2023 at 7:26 AM

The words used in the letter to Idomeneus are yuxnv xaipov (psykhé khairon) "gladness/joy of
mind". xaipov is "rejoice at, take pleasure in a thing" which is a form of the word xapd, one of
the kinetic pleasures listed with euphrosyne. So, he's specifically saying he places the joy of his
memories against the pain of his illness there in the letter. But that doesn't preclude an
experience of ataraxia with respect to fears and anxiety.

Hicks at Perseus: 22] "H6n 6& teAevTt®OV YpdeeL pog 16opevéa (Idomeneus) TAVOE EMGTOAAVY:

"TAv pakaplov Gyovteg Kal Gua TeAevtaiav Auépav ToD Blov éypdeopev OPiv  TavTi.
otpayyovpla Te MoPNKOAOLOAKEL Kol duoevTteplkd TABN OmepBoAnv oLk amnoAs(movta Ttod év
¢ouTtolc HeyéBoug. dvTunapetdtTeTo 8¢ MAOL TOOTOLC TO KOTQ Wuxnv yoipov €m Th TV
YEYOVOTWY AUV SlaAoylop®@y pvAun. oL 6 &&lwg TAC éK pelpakiov MopaoTdoews MPOC EUE KAl
@ oco@lav émpeAod TOV nadwv Mntpodwpouv."

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3320-would-you-rather-live-for-a-week-as-1-epicurus-during-the-last-
week-of-his-life/?postiID=25954#post25954 1
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