
Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?
Post by “Godfrey” of September 10, 2023 at 11:38 AM

Just to be clear, am I correct in saying that pleasures do differ, but only in intensity, duration
and breadth? This is both how I read PD09 and how I reason it out.

For instance, pleasure/pain in the toe is different from pleasure/pain of equal intensity and
duration in the tongue, because of the different nerve endings in the two locations. If we could
spread each of these instances of pleasure/pain over both the toe and the tongue, they would
be the same. But as long as that doesn't happen, they're different. This, then, becomes a
formula for how pleasures/pains vary.
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