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My views are probably clear in other places, Clive, but to summarize here I take the position
that Epicurus was absolutely serious that in an infinite and eternal universe full of life there are
going to be beings which are perfectly happy and don't die. That really is a highly likely and
reasonable conclusion of the fundamental premises about life in the universe. But that also
really has nothing necessarily to do omipotence, or omniscience, or with Zeus and Athena
running around creating havoc, all of which specifically or implicitly Epicurus denounced.

One thing that is ABSOLUTELY clear is that Epicurus said that there are no "supernatural" gods
In control of the universe.

And my personal position is that much of the conflict comes from the fact that Epicurus was
willing to use the word "gods" to describe his blissful beings (apparently, it would be necessary
to check the Greek) while most people INSIST that the word "god" must mean supernatural or
omniscient or omnipotent or some combination of the three.
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