Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Cassius” of September 10, 2023 at 7:53 AM

| think everyone here is aware of this passage but | posted it over at Facebook this morning and
will repeat that post here for consistency as people read this thread in the future:

| am not posting this to imply that it provides a "best" answer to the hypothetical, but because
a significant number of readers don't know that the Epicurean spokesman in Cicero's 'On Ends"
had this to say about Epicurus' views:

[55] XVII. I will concisely explain what are the corollaries of these sure and well grounded
opinions. People make no mistake about the standards of good and evil themselves, that is
about pleasure or pain, but err in these matters through ignorance of the means by which these
results are to be brought about. Now we admit that mental pleasures and pains spring from
bodily pleasures and pains; so | allow what you alleged just now, that any of our school who
differ from this opinion are out of court; and indeed | see there are many such, but unskilled
thinkers. | grant that although mental pleasure brings us joy and mental pain brings us trouble,
yet each feeling takes its rise in the body and is dependent on the body, though it does not
follow that the pleasures and pains of the mind do not greatly surpass those of the body. With
the body indeed we can perceive only what is present to us at the moment, but with the mind
the past and future also. For granting that we feel just as great pain when our body is in pain,
still mental pain may be very greatly intensified if we imagine some everlasting and unbounded
evil to be menacing us. And we may apply the same argument to pleasure, so that it is
increased by the absence of such fears.

[56] By this time so much at least is plain, that the intensest pleasure or the intensest
annoyance felt in the mind exerts more influence on the happiness or wretchedness of life than
either feeling, when present for an equal space of time in the body. We refuse to believe,
however, that when pleasure is removed, grief instantly ensues, excepting when perchance
pain has taken the place of the pleasure; but we think on the contrary that we experience joy
on the passing away of pains, even though none of that kind of pleasure which stirs the senses
has taken their place; and from this it may be understood how great a pleasure it is to be
without pain.
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[57] But as we are elated by the blessings to which we look forward, so we delight in those
which we call to memory.
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