Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Don” of September 10, 2023 at 5:25 AM

In going back to @Nate 's compilation and looking at the Greek construction of the "if" clauses,
| think Hicks gives the proper paraphrase:

Quote from Hicks, PD09 (emphasis added)

9. If all pleasure had been capable of accumulation,--if this had gone on not only by
recurrence in time, but all over the frame or, at any rate, over the principal parts of
man's nature, there would never have been any difference between one pleasure and
another, as in fact there is.

It seems to me (check my Greek, please!) that the specific construction of PD09 falls under the
unreal present as defined in that Wikipedia article and elsewhere:

Present unreal conditions

Unreal (counterfactual) conditions referring to present time are made with €i (ei) followed by
the imperfect indicative in the protasis, and the imperfect indicative combined with the particle
&v (an) in the apodosis

[142] [1x.] El katenukvodTo Moo ndovr, Kal Xpdvw Kol mepl 6Aov TO dBpolopa LTAPYEY A T&
KuplwTata pépn THC UOEWC, oLK Gv ToTe HLEPEPOV AAAAAWY al Adoval.

"The unreal conditionals either describe a situation which is contrary to fact, or which is unlikely
to happen." (Source)

So, my contention is that, while PD09 is worded rather idiosyncratically, Epicurus is basically
saying that pleasures do differ from each other and they can't actually be condensed. Which
makes sense to me since he says elsewhere in PD18 that: 18. "Pleasure in the flesh admits no
increase when once the pain of want has been removed ; after that it only admits of variation
..." How could there be variation if all pleasures were the same?
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