Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Don” of September 9, 2023 at 3:00 PM

Quote from Cassius

But is he knowledgeable about philosophy? Can someone be happy without
philosophy? Is happiness also relative? As the saying goes, "If ignorance is bliss is the
shepherd living in a constant state of ecstacy?"

I'll give you that, but | also find it interesting how many people in this forum have said that they
were attracted to Epicurean philosophy because it resonated with what they were already
thinking. Epicurus's philosophy has a lot of common sense and personal responsibility aspects
to it. Plus, we're supposed to be modeling nature. The shepherd in the field is closer to nature
than someone living in Athens. Granted, they may still be trying to propitiate the gods for good
weather, crops, safe births, etc. but "it is better to follow the stories of the gods than to be
enslaved by the deterministic decrees of the old natural philosophers."

What does it mean to "practice" philosophy? To me, it means to love wisdom, to practice wise
living, to ponder questions to which answers may not be immediately available. Epicurus gives
us a wonderful framework within which to study those questions and live that life, but it's up to
us to live, study, question, seek answers, and love and practice wisdom. Could the shepherd
step onto the path of wisdom on the own? Sure. Is it helpful to find a community and a
framework to go further in the path? Undoubtedly! But let's not denigrate the shepherd's
natural innate potential.
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