
Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?
Post by “Cassius” of September 9, 2023 at 2:46 PM

Quote from Don

I still have problems with the assumption of the "uneducated" shepherd. It makes them
sound ignorant. They may not be formally educated, but that doesn't mean they
weren't knowledgeable about their craft.

But is he knowledgeable about philosophy? Can someone be happy without philosophy? Is
happiness also relative? As the saying goes, "If ignorance is bliss is the shepherd living in a
constant state of ecstacy?"

Quote

Wherefore both when young and old a man must study philosophy, that as he grows
old he may be young in blessings through the grateful recollection of what has been,
and that in youth he may be old as well, since he will know no fear of what is to come.
We must then meditate on the things that make our happiness, seeing that when that
is with us we have all, but when it is absent we do all to win it.

Quote

PD12. A man cannot dispel his fear about the most important matters if he does not
know what is the nature of the universe, but suspects the truth of some mythical story.
So that, without natural science, it is not possible to attain our pleasures unalloyed.
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