Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Cassius” of September 8, 2023 at 9:04 PM

Quote from Onenski

For Mill there are special pleasures, like reading philosophy, listening to music,
contemplate art, etc., that are superior to other pleasures (accesible only for animals). |
understand his idea, but | reject it for similar reasons why | reject stoicism: | don't think
there are intrinsically nobler people, nobler activities or nobler ways to live (or
intrinsically pleasurable).

| think most Epicureans would probably agree that there are no "nobler" people, activities, or
ways to live, if "nobler" implies an absolute ranking of value. But would Epicureans agree that
there are no "preferable" people, activities, or ways to live, that we we ourselves can decide to
be preferable? The word "special" in Mill's wording is a little ambiguous reading it from your
excerpt, but once we read out the "absolute for everyone standard," can we not - and should
we not - establish for ourselves which are better and pursue those?

Is the entire question one of absolute vs subjective definition of the scale?
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