Would You Rather Live For A Week As (1) Epicurus
During the Last Week of His Life or (2) An
Anonymous Shepherd Laying In The Grass In The
Summertime With No Pain At All?

Post by “Cassius” of September 8, 2023 at 1:45 PM

Quote from Don

See my addendum edit to post 35. I'm not convinced PD09 says pleasures are the
same.

Right - I intended my comment to mean that | was agreeing with you, and | was just looking for
more support against the opposite position. It doesn't make sense to me that someone would
hold different types of pleasures (taste, smell) to be the same except from certain limited
perspectives. One might say that they "are all the same in that they feel pleasurable" but that
approaches being very high level wordplay that is of limited usefulness. One could also talk
about the "quantity" (I think) in terms of coming up with a general measurement of "intensity"
or "amount of attention you pay to that feeling" but the benefit of that too would be pretty
limited.

So | agree with you that PD09 doesn't imply that all pleasures are the same except (at most)
from some very high level perspective. Pleasures can differ very significantly from one another,
and the question that each of us faces is WHICH pleasure to pursue at a particular moment.
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