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Also on this point, from very early in the thread:

Quote from Don

This line caught me by surprise! Is Epicurus endorsing the idea of "neutral states" in
addition to pleasure and pain?! As always, back to the books!

Another clear statement that Epicurus held there to be no third or neutral state between
pleasure and pain -- at least as to those who are conscious. This is the position we see being
hammered over and over and over by Torquatus and explicitly falling on Cicero's deaf (or
stubborn) ears:

Quote from Torquatus in Cicero's On Ends, Book One, Section XI

For just as the mere removal of annoyance brings with it the realization of pleasure,
whenever hunger and thirst have been banished by food and drink, so in every case
the banishment of pain ensures its replacement by pleasure. Therefore Epicurus
refused to allow that there is any middle term between pain and pleasure; what was
thought by some to be a middle term, the absence of all pain, was not only itself
pleasure, but the highest pleasure possible. Surely any one who is conscious of his own
condition must needs be either in a state of pleasure or in a state of pain.
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