
Time in Epicurus, Lucretius, and Aristotle
Post by “Don” of September 4, 2023 at 11:44 AM

Would that we had Book 10 of On Nature! It obviously was a long treatment on the study of
time, and the fragments are tantalizing. For example:
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Col.2

... given that, far from even being able to conceive that time could never exist, one sees quite
the contrary immediately that it necessarily conceives time as something [like this]...

(4 (37-13)... going into..., we distinguish the short time and the long time [by reasoning] which
is not different, but all that...

[VS. 3, fig. 3, 1: (37.17)] ... we [have unceasingly] the representation of the days and the nights
which makes us conceive, with regard to them, a length by which to measure each movement.
[In fact,] we do not consent to time itself being measured by these precisely, as (if it were made
up) of days and nights

[Frg. 9, 1: (37.31)] ... and time is a representation capable of measuring all movement, and
which is measured in magnitude [by means of] movement] the most common ... (4 (37-34
))...they use [such ways of expressing themselves. But what is certain is that never again have
the public executors at least, who are blind from birth, bringing time to this succession of days
and nights...

Col. 4. : ...and never [prior] observations will inevitably imply that it [fails me. And] yet, [we
have seen it, whenever the study bears on time, it is to these that it [refers]; and it is in them, it
seems to me, that the emotions] and the representations coming from the totality [are
distinctly grasped], to stick to these ways of expressing oneself [about nature...
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