Time in Epicurus, Lucretius, and Aristotle

Post by “Don” of September 4, 2023 at 9:54 AM

Quote
and likewise to feelings of pleasure and pain and to neutral states
This line caught me by surprise! Is Epicurus endorsing the idea of "neutral states" in addition to
pleasure and pain?! As always, back to the books!
The phrase here is:
woalTWC 6¢ Kal tolg mdbeot kal taic dnabelalc.

So mdBeaot (pathesi) and anaBelaig (apatheiais). We're all familiar with the pathé, they are two:
pleasure and pain. But what about the second word?

Henry George Liddell, Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, and6-swa

My initial take is that he's using it as the opposite of pathé&, but I'm holding off on the
significance. | do not think he's advocating for three states because that goes against
everything in the canonics. The most basic definition is "want of sensation" literally "no feeling"
so maybe he's using it as a synonym for dvaiofntel (see PD02)?

As an aside, the next phrase is kal kwrioeal (kinésesi) kal otdoeowv (stasesin) which dovetails
nicely with kinetic and katastematic pleasures.
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