
Cicero Attributing To Epicurus The View That
Virtuous Action Is Itself Pleasurable
Post by “Cassius” of September 3, 2023 at 10:24 PM

As for my comment about whether virtuous action is pleasurable itself or instead "productive of
pleasure," I am asking that because I think the general rule is that ALL action which is not
painful is pleasurable. So I would say that virtuous action which is not immediately painful --
like contemplating art or literature or history is virtuous because it involves wisdom) --- those
virtues ARE pleasurable immediately, and like with philosophy, you don't have to wait on some
future time for pleasure to arrive.

I am convinced that it is key to the entire Epicurean position to take the position that whatever
you are doing (and if you are doing it you are feeling it) in life, unless it is immediately painful,
must be and should be considered pleasurable in itself. This is essential in establishing that
pleasure is not limited to "sex drugs rock and roll" and that when you are not feeling pain you
are feeling pleasure, and indeed that the highest quantity of pleasure is when there is no pain
at all.

So I would expect the Latin might say that the virtuous action being referred to IS pleasurable
rather than implying that pleasure is a later product, as the "productive of pleasure" translation
might imply.
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