Cicero Attributing To Epicurus The View That
Virtuous Action Is Itself Pleasurable

Post by “Cassius” of September 3, 2023 at 9:56 PM

This is from our podcast discussion of 9/03/23, taken from On Ends, Book 1:VII:25. It seems to
me that this is a very important sentence and that the Latin should be scrutinized to confirm
that the translations are correct, especially as to whether Cicero is saying that virtue is
"productive of pleasure" or is itself "pleasurable."

Here is Reid:

"And when the question is asked, as it often is, why Epicureans are so numerous, | answer that
there are no doubt other motives, but the motive which especially fascinates the crowd is this;
they believe their chief to declare that all upright and honorable actions are in themselves
productive of delight, or rather pleasure."

Here is Rackham from the Loeb edition:

Again as to the question often asked, why so many men are Epicureans, though it is not the
only reason, the thing that most attracts the crowd is the belief that Epicurus declares right
conduct and moral worth to be intrinsically and of themselves delightful, which means
productive of pleasure.

Here is the Latin:

Et quod quaeritur saepe cur tam multi sint Epicurei, sunt aliae quoque causae, sed
multitudinem haec maxime allicit quod ita putant dici ab illo, recta et honesta quae sint, ea
facere ipsa per se laetitiam, id est voluptatem.
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