Creating a "Seven Steps to the Ethics of Epicurus”

Post by “TauPhi” of September 3, 2023 at 8:51 PM

Few things that crossed my mind:

1. The concept of free will is a crucial part of Epicurean Ethics. Swerving atoms and the
consequence of this phenomenon should be included in the steps.

2. Maybe it would be beneficial to name the concepts where applicable when describing ethical
ideas (things like: atomism, hedonism, hedonistic calculus, egoism etc.)

3. I agree with Don that points 5 & 6 are closely linked together.

Quote from Kalosyni

And perhaps for modern day Epicureans this would also include studying climate
change so as to understand the rate in which climate is changing (for the sake of
understanding safety).

4. I'd personally drop the idea of mentioning climate change in the steps because:
- it has never been a part of Epicurus teachings
- it's politically charged topic which will most likely distract audience from the study of ethics

- the study of climate change is by all means desirable but so is anything else that falls into
natural science category

- and lastly, to our knowledge Earth's climate changes permanently and periodically over the
course of billions of years so whether we like it or not, we as species are definitely not safe on
this planet and sooner or later our home will be home no more (at least for several thousands
years until climate changes favourably once again)

[Yes, I'm avoiding the issue of human impact on climate on purpose so please refrain yourself
from making emotional comments below and let's all stick to philosophy ;)]
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