Episode 190 - Cicero's On Ends - Book One - Part 01

Post by “Cassius” of August 29, 2023 at 12:47 PM

Yes very good point. And it's sort of related to the point | was thinking about yesterday that that
Lucretius makes over and over and over that it's not just "daylight" (which presumably means
something like clear evidence) that brings the key insight, but by what must be something like
"understanding" that comes from the study of nature. You can't "understand" if you can't read
the arguments yourself, and "seeing" alone isn't enough.

Book One

[146] This terror then, this darkness of the mind, must needs be scattered not by the rays of
the sun and the gleaming shafts of day, but by the outer view and the inner law of nature;
whose first rule shall take its start for us from this, that nothing is ever begotten of nothing by
divine will.

Book Two

50 For even as children tremble and fear everything in blinding darkness, so we sometimes
dread in the light things that are no whit more to be feared than what children shudder at in the
dark, and imagine will come to pass. This terror then, this darkness of the mind, must needs be
scattered not by the rays of the sun and the gleaming shafts of day, but by the outer view and
the inner law of nature.

Book Three

74 For even as children tremble and fear everything in blinding darkness, so we sometimes
dread in the light things that are no whit more to be feared than what children shudder at in the
dark, and imagine will come to pass. This terror then, this darkness of the mind, must needs be
scattered, not by the rays of the sun and the gleaming shafts of day, but by the outer view and
the inner law of nature.

Bpok Six

40 For even as children tremble and fear everything in blinding darkness, so we sometimes
dread in the light things that are no whit more to be feared than what children shudder at in the
dark and imagine will come to pass. This terror then, this darkness of the mind, must needs be
scattered not by the rays and the gleaming shafts of day, but by the outer view and the inner
law of nature. Wherefore | will hasten the more to weave the thread of my task in my discourse.
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