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Post by “Joshua” of August 24, 2023 at 7:25 PM

Tertullian, anticipating the varied pleasures of Judgment Day;
Quote

What a panorama of spectacle on that day! Which sight shall excite my wonder? Which,
my laughter? Where shall | rejoice, where exult--as | see so many and so mighty kings,
whose ascent to heaven used to be made known by public announcement, now along
with Jupiter himself, along with the very witnesses of their ascent, groaning in the
depths of darkness? Governors of provinces, too, who persecuted the name of the Lord,
melting in flames fiercer than those they themselves kindled in their rage against the
Christians braving them with contempt?

Whom else shall | behold? Those wise philosophers blushing before their followers as
they burn together, the followers whom they taught that the world is no concern of
God's whom they assured that either they had no souls at all or that what souls they
had would never return to their former bodies? The poets also, trembling, not before
the judgment seat of Rhadamanthus or of Minos, but of Christ whom they did not
expect to meet.

Then will the tragic actors be worth hearing, more vocal in their own catastrophe; then
the comic actors will be worth watching, more lither of limb in the fire; then the
charioteer will be worth seeing, red all over on his fiery wheel; then the athletes will be
worth observing, not in their gymnasiums, but thrown about by fire--unless | might not
wish to look at them even then but would prefer to turn an insatiable gaze on those
who vented their rage on the Lord.

"This is He," | will say, "the son of the carpenter and the harlot, the sabbath-breaker,
the Samaritan who had a devil. This is He whom you purchased from Judas, this is He
who was struck with reed and fist, defiled with spittle, given gall and vinegar to drink.
This is He whom the disciples secretly stole away to spread the story of His
resurrection, or whom the gardener removed lest his lettuces be trampled by the
throng of curious idlers."

What praetor or consul or quaestor or priest with all his munificence will ever bestow on
you the favor of beholding and exulting in such sights? Yet, such scenes as these are in
a measure already ours by faith in the vision of the spirit. But what are those things
which "eye has not seen nor ear heard and which have not entered into the heart of
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man"? Things of greater delight, | believe, than circus, both kinds of theater, and any
stadium.
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