Convincing Demonstrations of the God(s)

Post by “Don” of August 23, 2023 at 5:36 AM

Great find. | obviously need to try and get my hands on Obbink's translation of On Piety again.

I think your suggestion of this being a reaction to the Greeks' contact with other peoples'
religions makes sense, although they would have been aware of the Egyptians and others since
the time of Herodotus.

For additional context of that excerpt from Philodemus:
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Edit: Oh, | forgot to add that Hiram posted several essays on On Piety, including:

Reasonings about Philodemus’ On Piety (Part |) | Society of Friends of Epicurus

| don't necessarily agree with all his conclusions, but he also gives the full quote:

It would be fitting to describe all men as impious, inasmuch as no one has been prolific in
finding convincing demonstrations for the existence of the gods; nevertheless all men, with the
exception of some madmen, worship them, as do we.

Edit 2: Since everyone can see the holes, | want to give a better idea of the reconstruction of
the text, so I'm going to replace the educated guesses of Obbink with O below...
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