Threads of Epicureanism in Art and Literature

Post by “Joshua” of August 20, 2023 at 9:33 PM

H. G. Wells; The New Machiavelli; 1911; An autobiographical novel whose themes (according to
Wikipedia) are sex and politics, and whose chief polemical target was Victorian and Edwardian
moralism.

Quote

And we also began, it was certainly before we were sixteen, to write, for the sake of
writing. We liked writing. We had discovered Lamb and the best of the middle articles
in such weeklies as the SATURDAY GAZETTE, and we imitated them. Our minds were
full of dim uncertain things we wanted to drag out into the light of expression. Britten
had got hold of IN MEMORIAM, and | had disinterred Pope's ESSAY ON MAN and RABBI
BEN EZRA, and these things had set our theological and cosmic solicitudes talking. |
was somewhere between sixteen and eighteen, | know, when he and | walked along the
Thames Embankment confessing shamefully to one another that we had never read
Lucretius. We thought every one who mattered had read Lucretius.
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