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Post by “Cassius” of August 20, 2023 at 5:15 PM

Kalosyni has started a new thread to help us with ideas for the final episode of this series of the
podcast, to be recorded on 8/27/23.

Post
Let's Make a List of 1) Major Causes of the Decline of Epicurean
Philosophy after Lucretius and 2) The Obstacles to its Revival Through
Today

Next week for our final episode of our podcast series on Norman DeWitt's book we what to close
with a discussion on the reasons the Epicurean movement crested around the time of Lucretius
and began a long decline. We also want to cover the obstacles to the resurgence of an
organized Epicurean movement in the intervening years up through today.

There are probably many causes of each, and we would like to know your thoughts so we can
consider including them in the final episode.

Kalosyni
August 20, 2023 at 1:02 PM

That's where we should conduct the main part of the discussion, because the topic is a great
one and separate from this episode. I will have to work to keep up but I will keep a running list
of items here. I will fine tune the title of that post just a little - but note that the suggestions
included are potential, and for discussion only as to whether we think the were factors:

A) Major Causes of the Decline of Epicurean
Philosophy "As A Movement Where People Identify
Their Primary Worldview as Epicurean" after
Lucretius

1. Potential loss of livelihood, reputation, or life due to ostracism by those who advocate
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, or other competing worldview.
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2. Closing of organized schools reduced opportunities for collaboration or education of
children(?)

3. Accepting the proposition that wagering on the possibility of life after death was worth
the risk of acting on faith.

4. Accepting the proposition that one's beliefs about the Christian god are in fact one of
one's greatest sources of comfort and not distress (burninglights)

5. Possibility that the texts were not translated into Latin or local languages in sufficient
numbers to penetrate deeply enough into common culture.

6. Loss of confidence in Epicurean doctrine (?)
7. Possibility that if the focus of Epicurean philosophy becomes "having a good time" or

even "helping people" then the proponents of the school lose the intensity of Epicurus or
Lucretius in wanting to live according to the "truth" - the "way things are" -- as they
believed the Physics and Canonics establish to be true. When you lose the zeal to pursue
this "truth" for yourself and then to communicate this "truth" to others, then it becomes
very tempting to compromise and go along with the submergence of the key doctrines for
the sake of "getting along" and living for the pleasure of the moment, and slighting the
mental pleasure involved in wishing to know and follow "the truth."

B) Major Obstacles to the Revival of Epicurean
Philosophy "As A Movement Where People Identify
Their Primary Worldview as Epicurean" through
Today
(To the extent not included in A above)
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