August 2, 2023 - Wednesday Night Zoom Agenda -
Vatican Sayings 16 & 17

Post by “Cassius” of July 26, 2023 at 9:30 PM

NOTE: If you are a new member who has not previously attended a meeting, click
here for background information on how to attend and obtain the Zoom link.

Here are our topics for this week:

1 - The Vatican Sayings:

VS16. No one when he sees evil deliberately chooses it, but is enticed by it as being good in
comparison with a greater evil, and so pursues it. [7]

VS17. It is not the young man who should be thought happy, but the old man who has lived a
good life. For the young man at the height of his powers is unstable, and is carried this way and
that by fortune, like a headlong stream. But the old man has come to anchor in old age, as
though in port, and the good things for which before he hardly hoped he has brought into safe
harbor in his grateful recollections.

And Fernando has suggested that in connection with these (especially 16) we discuss the issue
of the Greek view of whether there is a battle in the world/universe between "good" and "evil."
See also this on the Socratic position: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_intellectualism Is this
something with which Epicurus would have agreed?

2 - Our Special Topic

Aside from general guidance to follow pleasure and avoid pain, is there anything in Epicurean
philosophy that tells a particular person what particular pleasure to choose or pain to avoid at
any particular time. In other words, this is a variation of the old question: "Is one pleasure or
activity in itself 'better' than another?" Is it possible to come up with a coherent analysis of how
we would recommend a particular person at a particular time to proceed? Is all we can say is
"It's contextual and up to you!" Or is there more for which we can find justification in the
Epicurean texts?

Attendees should also plan to be sure they are on Kalosyni's conversation list. If you are not
already on that and want the Zoom link so you can attend, please message Kalosyni or any
other moderator.
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