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Matthaeus,

Re;- "If you read further up the thread you’ll see that there are three positions modern
Epicureans take on the gods issue. Two of which posit that the gods do not actually exist and
one (the Traditional view) that they fundamentally do exist".

Yes, I see that now. As I am new to the site I'm still trying to find my way around it.

I don't know exactly how Epicurus thought of the gods,or how modern Epicureans think of
them. I suppose I haven't read enough about it. I know that I prefer the 'allegorical and artistic
interpretations of the human psyche and nature' version. But I don't know whether Epicurus
would have agreed.

Is it possible that Epicurus didn't really know either, but had to say "the gods exist" to avoid
accusations of atheism? Then he would have had to fit the gods in with his axiomatic
"everything consists of atoms and void", so proposed material gods who existed somewhere
else?

I think also Lucretius started De rerum natura with a hymn to Venus as a personification of
fertility. My Latin isn't good enough to read it other than in translation.

It's only a suggestion - probably completely wrong. My interest in Epicurus has more to with his
advice on how to live a pleasant life than how he thought of the gods, but I have wondered
about this, myself, without coming to any firm conclusions.
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