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Don

What if I am not a list?

Okay, couldn’t help myself: just my mood today.

+++++++

With that crass distraction tossed in the trash, I’d point out that the original Hebrew texts of the
Bible had no verse numbers, no line breaks, no sentence breaks – and more often than not, no
word breaks (and no determinate vowels before the Masoretes’ inventions between the 7th and
10th centuries C.E.). That is what makes classical Hebrew such a radically polysemous
language, which guided the highly hermeneutical approach of the Talmuds and subsequent
rabbinical Judaisms (many rabbis at the time objected to the Masoretes’ project as arbitrarily
limiting interpretation).

[Oh, and far more of the Hebrew Scriptures (the Tanach) is actually poetry than is often
recognized.]

The same can be said for the earliest Koine Greek of the New Testament. Such things as verse
numbers (which can far too often – in my opinion – be quoted without attention to larger
context) – and even phrase breaks – were later (interpretive) additions.

And so, I think you may well be onto something here ... (Do we know the historical development
of these texts? I had thought not.)
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