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Joshua

Re Onan: Some years ago I attended a lecture, at the local synagogue, by a university professor
of OT, on the Onan story. He laid out in detail how it was really about controlling property: had
Onan impregnated his sister-in-law, she would have controlled the property in question until it
was inherited by her child. Onan wanted to keep the property for himself. The larger context
was a patriarchal bias (of which, presumably, YHVH was -- again, in the context here --
disapproving). The professor's analysis was that this passage represented a more feminist trope
in the Torah.

Note: YHVH, the tetragrammaton, is the name of God that cannot be pronounced. Interestingly,
the half that is allowed to be pronounced -- YH: Yah (as in Hallelu Yah) -- is feminine in the
Hebrew.
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